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Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence(l conjure you to believe me, fellow citizens)
[h.éiealuus}' of a free people ought to be constantlyawake, since history and experience prove
that foreigninfluence is one of the most banclul foes of republicangovernment. But that
jealousy to be usefulmust be impartial; else it becomes the instrumentof the very influence to
be avoided. instead of a defenseagainst it. Lxcessive partiality for one foreignnation
andexcessive dislike of another cause thosewhom they actuate to see danger only on one
side.and serve to veil and even second the arts of influenceon the other. Real patriots, who
may resist theintrigues of the favorite, are liable to become suspectedand odious, while its
tools and dupes usurpthe applause and confidence of the people to surrendertheir interests.

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreignnations is, in extending our
commercial relations.to have with them as little political connectionas possible. So far as we
have already formedengagements, let them be fulfilled with perfectgood faith. Here let us
stop.
Europe has a set of primary interests, which to ushave none or a very remote
relation.Hence shemust be engaged in frequent controversies, thecauses of which are
essentially foreign to our concerns.Hence therefore it must be unwise in us toimplicate
ourselves, byartificial ties, in the ordinaryvicissitudes of her politics or the ordinary
combinationsand collisions of her friendships or cnmities.

Our detached and distant situation invites andenables us to pursue a different course. If
we remain one people under an efficient government,the period is not far off when we may
defy materialinjury from external annoyance; when we may takesuch an attitude as will cause
the neutrality we mayat any time resolve upon to be scrupulously respected;when belligerent
nations. under the impossibilityof making acquisitions upon us, will notlightly hazard the
giving us provocation; when wemay choose peace or war, as our interest guided by justice
shall counsel.

~ Why forgo the adv.antages of so peculiar a situation?Why quit our own to stand upon
foreignground? Why, !J}‘ I‘mcrweavi_ng our destiny with thatof any part of Europe, entangle
our peace andprosperity in the toils of European ambition, rivalship.interest, humor, or
caprice?
world—“ J?OUE true pohcyrto steer clear 91“ pennmwn_mllianccs with any portion of the foreign
. Sotar, | mean, as we are now at liberty to do it, for letme not be understood as capable
?haﬂa:?;f:chlﬂ?éﬂffﬁgtcﬁf,:ig? einsgiﬁiT?:i flbheolld thﬁ ‘nmxi;nn‘n less. applicilble to public
Eziesiens be obsc}ved inthei:{ ” alwiy i © DESL po icy)— _rt!)caltﬁltt.hcrclorc. let those
g _ genuine sense. But in my opinion it s unnecessaryand
would be unwise to extend them.
defensiEi;ns%u:caiicarllzzay-s ;-O keep ourselves, by Sl..lilﬂblt‘ﬂSli‘lh[iShl'l'lCnlS, on a respectably
. y safely trust to temporary alliances for extraordinaryemergencies.

George Washington, “Farewell Address” (1796)
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It gives me pleasure to announce to Congress that the benevolent policy of the GOW_“““E“L
steadily pursued for nearly thirty years. in relation to the re-moval ot il.'lﬁ' Indians bf:3' ond lhke
white settlements is approaching to a happy consummation. "l_"wo unplonmn tribes l}m_:.:
accepted the provision made for their removal at the I.ast session of Congress. and it s
believed that their example will induce the remaining tribes also to seek the same obvious

advantages.

The consequences of a speedy removal will be important to the Unilc_d St_mcs. 10'indi\'idual

States. and to the Indians themselves. The pecuniary advantages which it promises to the

Government are the least of its recommendations. It puts an end to all possible danger of
collision between the authorities of the General and State Governments on account of 1Ehe
Indians. It will place a dense and civilized population in large tracts of country now occupied
by a few savage hunters. (...) It will relieve the whole State of Mississippi and the western
part of Alabama of Indian occupancy. and enable those States to advance rapidly n
population, wealth, and power. It will separate the Indians from immediate contact with
settlements of whites; free them from the power of the States: enable them to pursue
happiness in their own way and under their own rude institutions: will retard the progress of
decay, which is lessening their numbers, and perhaps cause them gradually. under the
protection of the Government and through the influence of good counsels. to cast off their
savage habits and become an interesting, civilized, and Christian community.

What good man would prefer a country covered with forests and ranged by a few thousand
savages to our extensive Republic, studded with cities, towns, and prosperous farms
embellished with all the improvements which art can devise or industry execute, occupied by
more than 12,000,000 happy people, and filled with all the blessings of liberty. civilization
and religion?

The present policy of the Government is but a continuation of the same progressive change by
a milder process. The tribes which occupied the countries now constituting the Eastern States
were annihilated or have melted away to make room for the whites. The waves of population
and civilization are rolling to the westward, and we now propose to acquire the countries
occupied by the red men of the South and West by a fair exchange, and, at the expense of the
United States, to send them to land where their existence may be prolonged and perhaps made
perpetual. Doubtless it will be painful to leave the graves of their fathers; but what do they do
more than our ancestors did or than our children are now doing? To better their condition in
an unknown land our forefathers left all that was dear in earthly objects. Our children by
thousaqu yearly leave the land of their birth to seek new homes in distant regions. Does
]-IuEnamiy weep at these painful separations from everything, animate and inanimate, with
which the young heart has become entwined? Far from it. It is rather a source of joy that our
country afford.s scope where our young population may range unconstrained in body or in
mind, developing the power and facilities of man in their highest perfection.

Andrew Jackson, Annual Message to Congress, December 6, 1830
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I came here with no desire and no intention to speaks but my heart isllillll, my country is
bleeding, my people are perishing around me. But 1 leel as a South (.':u'f.ﬂlnum. I‘ am bound to
tell the North, go on! go on! Never falter, never abandon the |':|'|.nc||mlu.~+ wlnclh ynl.l have
adopted. (...) There was a time when | looked upon the l-':nhurs.ul the Iiuw:lnlmv:l with llllc
deepest sorrow and the keenest reproach. 1 said (o their shadows ]I'I another Wul'ld: Why did
you leave this accursed system of slavery for us (o suller and die under? why did you not,
with a stroke of the pen, determine -- when you acquired your own independence - l!l:ll lhu.
principles which you adopted in the Declaration ol Independence should be il I.‘-:!‘IIL'I{[ ol
protection to every man, whether he be slave or whether he be free?" But, my friends, the
experience of sixty years has shown me that the fruit grows slowly,

(-..) Our fathers, driven out by the oppression of England, came to this country and planted
that little seed of liberty upon the soil of New England. When our Revolution took place, that
seed was only in the process of sprouting. You must recollect that our Declaration of
Independence was the very first National evidence of the great doctrine of brotherhood and
equality. T verily believe that those who were the true lovers of liberty did all they could at
that time. In their debates in the Convention they denounced slavery - they protested against
the hypocrisy and inconsistency of a nation declaring such glorious truths, and then trampling
them underfoot by enslaving the poor and oppressed, because be had a skin not colored like
their own; as though a man's skin should make any difference in the recognition of his rights,
any more than the color of his hair or his eyes. (...)

Had the South yielded at that time to the freemen of the North, we should have bad a free
Government; but it was impossible to overcome the long and strong prejudices of the South in
favor of slavery. I know what the South is. I lived there the best part of my life. I never could
talk against slavery without making my [riends angry - never. When they thought the day was
far off, and there was no danger of emancipation, they were willing to admit it was an evil:
but when God in His providence raised up in this country an Anti-slavery Socicety, protesting
against the oppressions of the colored man, they began to feel that truth which is more
powerful than arms - that truth which is the only banner under which we can successfully
fight. They were comparatively quiet till they found, in the election of Mr. Lincoln, the
scepter had actually departed from them. IHis election took place on the ground that slavery
was not to be extended - that it must not pass into the Territories. This was what alarmed
them. They saw that if the National Government should take one such step, it never would

stop there; that this principle had never before been acknowledged by those who had any
power in the nation.

God be praised. Abolitionists never sought place or power. All they asked was [reedom: all
they wanted was that the white man should take his foot off the negro's neck.

Angelina Grimké Weld, abolitionist, “Address at the Women's National Loyal League”
New York, May 14, 1863
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The Yosemite National Park was made October I, 1890. For many years 1 had been crying in
the wilderness, "Save the forests!" but, so far as | know, nothing effective was done in the
matter until shortly before the park was organized. In the summer of 1889, I took one of the
editors of the Century Magazine out for a walk in Yosemite and in the woods and bowlder-
choked caiions around it; and when we were camped onc day at the Big Tuolumne Meadows,
my friend said, "Where are all those wonderful flower gardens you write so much about?"
And I had to confess - woe's me! - that uncountable sheep had caten and trampled them out of
existence. Then he said, "Can't something be done to restore and preserve so wonderful a
region as this? Surely the people of California are not going to allow these magnificent
forests, on which the welfare of the whole State depends, to be destroyed?" Then a National
Park was proposed, and | was requested to write some articles about the region to help call
attention to it, while the Century was reely used for the same purpose, and every friend that
could be found was called on to write or speak a good word for it. (...) And in a little over a
year from the time of our first talk besjde that Tuolumne camp-fire the bill organizing the
park passed Congress, and a troop of cavalry was guarding it.

But no sooner were the boundaries of the park established, than interested parties began to try
to break through them. Last winter a determined effort was made to have the area of the park
cut down nearly one-half. But the Sierra Club and other good friends of the forests on both
sides of the continent made a good defense, and today the original boundaries are still
unbroken,

The battle we have fought, and are still fighting, for the forests is a part of the eternal conflict

between right and wrong, and we cannot expect to see the end of jt. [ trust, however that our

Club will not weary in this forest well-doing. The fight for the Yosemite Park and other forest

parks and reserves is by no means over; nor would the fighting cease, however much the
boundaries were contracted. Every good thing, great and small, needs defense. The smallest
forest reserve, and the first I ever heard of, was in the Garden of Eden; and though its
boundaries were drawn by the Lord, and embraced only one tree, yet even so moderate a
reserve as this was attacked. And I doubt not, if only one of our grand trees in the Sierra were
reserved as an example and type of all that is most noble and glorious in mountain trees, it
would not be long before you would find a lumberman and a lawyer at the foot of it. eagerly
proving by every law terrestrial and celestial that that tree must come down. So we must
count on watching and striving for these trees, and should always be glad to find anything so
surely good and noble to strive for.

John Muir, “The National Parks and Forest Reservations” (November 23, 1895)
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If woman's sense of obligation had enlarged as the industrial conditions changed she might
naturally and almost imperceptibly have inaugurated movements for social amelioration in the
line of factory legislation and shop sanitation. That she has not done so is doubtless due to the
fact that her conscience is slow to recognize any obligation outside of her own family circle,
and because she was so absorbed in her own houscehold that she failed to see what the
conditions outside actually were. It would be interesting 10 know how far the consciousness
that she had no vote and could not change matters operated in this direction. (...) If
conscientious women were convinced that it was a civic duty to be informed in regard to these
grave industrial affairs, and then to express the conclusions which they had reached by
depositing a piece of paper in a ballot-box, one cannot imagine that they would shirk simply
because the action ran counter to old traditions. (...)

Public-spirited women who wish to use the ballot, as I know them, do not wish to do the work
of men nor to take over men's affairs. They simply want an opportunity to do their own work
and to take care of those affairs which naturally and historically belong to women, but which
are constantly being overlooked and slighted in our political institutions. In a complex
community like the modern city all points of view need to be represented; the resultants of
diverse experiences need to be pooled if the community would make for sane and balanced
progress. If it would meet fairly each problem as it arises, whether it be connected with a
freight tunnel having to do largely with business men, or with the increasing death rate among
children under five years of age, a problem in which women are vitally concerned, or with the
question of more adequate streetcar transfers, in which both men and women might be said to
be equally interested, it must not ignore the judgments of its entire adult population. To turn
the administration of our civic affairs wholly over to men may mean that the American city
will continue to push forward in its commercial and industrial development, and continue to
lag behind in those things which make a City healthful and beautiful, After all, woman's
traditional function has been to make her dwelling-place both clean and fair. Is that dreariness
in city life, that lack of domesticity which the humblest farm dwelling presents, due to a
withdrawal of one of the naturally co-operating forces? If women have in any sense been
responsible for the gentler side of life which softens and blurs some of its harsher conditions,
may they not have a duty to perform in our American cities? In closing, may I recapitulate
that if woman would fulfill her traditional responsibility to her own children; if she would
educate and protect from danger factory children who must find their recreation on the street;
if she would bring the cultural forces to bear upon our materialistic civilization; and if she
would do it all with the dignity and directness fitting one who carries on her immemorial
duties, then she must bring herself to the use of the ballot - that latest implement for self-
government. May we not fairly say that American women need this implement in order to
preserve the home?

Jane Addams, social reformer, “Why Women Should Vote”
The Ladies’ Home Journal, January 1910
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Phe preat difference betseen o wentern Chickstion seorld and the atleistice f'nrrlrn‘uni’;l wirlel
benor politlenl, pentlemen, 16 moml, Fordostimee, e Marzian ides of eonfiseating ‘IJ;:; I{.;.r]
and Tnetories and b the entive ceonomy s n single enterprise is momentons, Likewise,
Lenin®sc dnvention ol the ane-pirty police stnte s ooway (o make Marz's idea work, is hardly

lest momenton,

Stlin®s resolute putting nerons of these two idens, of course, did much o divide the world.
With only these differences, however, the east and e west could meost certainly still live in

e,

The venl, basic difference, however, lies in the religion of immoralisminvented by Marx,
preached Teverishly by Lening nnd enrried 1o animaginable eziremes by Stalin. This religion
of immaoralism, i the Red half” of the world trivmphs—and well it may, gentlemen—ithis
religion of immoralism will more deeply wound and damage mankind than any conceivable
cconomic or political system.,

Karl Marx dismissed God as o hoax, and Lenin and Stalin have added in clear-cut,
unmistakable linguage their resolve that no nation, no people who believe in a god, can exist
side by side with (heir communistic state, (...)

SiX years ago,lhere was within the Soviet orbit, 180,000,000 people. Lined up on the
antitotalitarian side there were in the world at that time, roughly 1,625,000,000 people.
Today, only six years later, there are 800,000,000 people under the absolute domination of
Sovict Russin—an inerease of over 400 percent. On our side, the figure has shrunk to around
500,000,000, In other words, in less than six years, the odds have changed from 9 to 1 in our
favor 1o 8 10 5 against us.

This indicates the swifiness of the lempo of Communist victories and American defeats in the
cold war. As one of our outstanding historical figures once said, “When a great democracy is
destroyed, it will not be from enemices from without, but rather because of enemies from
within,”

The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only powerful
potential enemy has sent men 1o invade our shores but rather because of the traitorous actions
ol those who have been treated so well by this Nation. It has not been the less fortunate, or
members of minority groups who have been traitorous to this Nation, but rather those who
have had all the benefits that the wealthiest Nation on carth has had to offer the finest homes,
the finest college education and the linest jobs in government we can give.

This is glaringly true in the State Department. There the bright young men who are born with
silver spoons in their mouths are the ones who have been most traitorous.

I have here in my hand a 1jst 0’205 a list of names that were made known o the Secretary of

.Stutf.,: as being members of the Communist Party and who nevertheless are still working and
shaping policy in the State Department,

Joseph McCarthy, Specch at Wheeling, West Virginia, February 9, 1950
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Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed forc_vcr. The urge for_frccc.ltlr.m_l will
eventually come. This is what has happened to Ih? Amc'zncan Negro. _Somellu.ng within has
reminded him of his birthright of freedom: something n-‘xtho_ut has reminded him that he can
gain it. Consciously and unconsciously, he ]1_;15 been swept in by what the Gcmmn‘s call l!‘.e
Zeitgeist, and with his black brothers of Aﬁlga and_ his brown a‘nd yclllow brothers of Asia,
South America, and the Caribbean, he is moving with a sense of cosmic urgency toward the
promised land of racial justice. Recognizing _lhls vital urge lha} has engulfed the Negro
community, one should readily understand public demonstrations. I‘hcf Negro has many pent-
up resentments and latent frustrations. He has 1o get them out. So let him march sometime; let
him have his prayer pilgrimages to the city hall; understand why he must have sit- ins m?d
freedom rides. If his repressed emotions do not come out in these nonviolent ways, they will
come out in ominous expressions of violence. This is not a threat; it is a fact of history. So_l
have not said to my people, "Get rid of your discontent." But | have tried to say that this
normal and healthy discontent can be channelled through the creative outlet of nonviolent
direct action. Now this approach is being dismissed as extremist. I must admit that I was
initially disappointed in being so categorized,

But as [ continued to think about the matter, I gradually gained a bit of satisfaction
from being considered an extremist. Was not Jesus an extremist in love? — "Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, pray for them that despitefully use you." Was not Amos
an extremist for justice? -- "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like a mighty
stream." Was not Paul an extremist for the gospel of Jesus Christ? -- "I bear in my body the
marks of the Lord Jesus." Was not Martin Luther an extremist? -- "Here [ stand; I can do no
other so help me God." Was not John Bunyan an extremist? - "I will stay in jail to the end of
my days before I make a mockery of my conscience." Was not Abraham Lincoln an
extremist? -- "This nation cannot survive half slave and half free.” Was not Thomas Jefferson
an extremist? -- "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." So
the question is not whether we will be extremist, but what kind of extremists we will be. Will
we be extremists for hate, or will we be extremists for love? Will we be extremists for the
preservation of injustice, or will we be extremists for the cause of justice?

Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from Birmingham Jail" (1963)
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We must reverse the trend America finds herself in today. Young people between the ages of
twennv-five and forty have been bomn and reared in a different world than Americans of years
asT ) he 1:Ie\ision-sez has been their pnmary baby-sitter. From the television set they have
eamed situation ethics and immorality—they have leamned a loss of respect for human life.
hev have leamed to disrespect the family as God has established it. They have been educated
in a public-school system that is permeated with secular humanism. They have been taught
that the Bible is just another book of literature. They have been taught that there are no
absolutes in our world today. They have been introduced to the drug culture. They have been
reared by the family and the public school in a society that is greatly void of discipline and
character-building. (...)

gy

ere is no excuse for what is happening in our country. We must, from the highest office in
the land right down to the shoe shine boy in the airport, have a return to biblical basics. If the
Congress of our United States will take its stand on that which is right and wrong, and if our
President. our judiciary system. and our state and local leaders will take their stand on holy
living. we can turn this country around.

I personally feel that the home and the family are still held in reverence by the vast majority
of the American public. I believe there is still a vast number of Americans who love their
country. are patriotic. and are willing to sacrifice for her. I remember the time when it was
positive 1o be patriotic. and as far as | am concerned, it still is. I remember as a boy, when the
flag was raised. everyone stood proudly and put his hand upon his heart and pledged
allegiance with gratitude. I remember when the band struck up "The Stars and Stripes
Forever." we stood and goose pimples would run all over me. | remember when I was in
elementary school during World War II, when every report from the other shores meant
something to us. We were not out demonstrating against our boys who were dying in Europe
and Asia. We were praying for them and thanking God for them and buying war bonds to help
pay for the materials and artillery they needed to fight and win and come back.

[ believe that Americans want to see this country come back to basics, back to values, back to
biblical morality. back to sensibility, and back to patriotism. Americans are looking for
leadership and guidance. (...)

My responsibility as a preacher of the Gospel is one of influence. not of control. and that is
the responsibility of each individual citizen. Through the ballot box Americans must provide
for strong moral leadership at every level. If our country will get back on the track in
sensibility and moral sanity, the crises that I have herein mentioned will work out in the
course of time and with God's blessings.

It is now time to take a stand on certain moral issues, and we can only stand if we have
leaders. We must stand against the Equal Rights Amendment, the feminist revolution, and the
homosexual revolution. We must have a revival in (his country.,

Jerry Falwell, Listen America(New York: Doubleday, 1980)
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"We the people... in order to form a more perfect union...."

Two hundred and twenty-one years ago, in a hall that still stands across the street, a group
of men gathered and, with these simple words, launched America's improbable experiment in
democracy. Farmers and scholars, statesmen and patriots who had traveled across the ocean o
escape tyranny and persccution finally made real their declaration of independence at a
Philadelphia convention that lasted through the spring of 1787,

The document they produced was eventually signed, but ultimately unfinished. It was
stained by this nation's original sin of slavery, a question that divided the colonies and brought
the convention to a stalemate until the lounders chose 1o allow the slave trade to continue for
at least twenty more years, and to lecave any final resolution to future generations.

Of course, the answer to the slavery question was already cmbedded within our
Constitution—a Constitution that had at its very core the ideal of equal citizenship under the
law; a Constitution that promised its people liberty, and justice, and a union that could be and
should be perfected over time.

And yet words on a parchment would not be enough to deliver slaves from bondage, or
provide men and women of every color and creed their full rights and obligations as citizens
of the United States. What would be needed were Americans in successive generations who
were willing to do their part—through protests and struggles, on the streets and in the courts,
through a civil war and civil disobedience, and always at great risk—to narrow that gap
between the promise of our ideals and the reality of their time.

This was one of the tasks we set forth at the beginning of this presidential campaign: to
continue the long march of those who came before us, a march for a more just, more equal,
more free, more caring and more prosperous America. I chose to run for president at this
moment in history because I believe deeply that we cannot solve the challenges of our time
unless we solve them together (...).

This belief comes from my unyielding faith in the decency and generosity of the
American people. But it also comes from my own story.

I'am the son of a black man from Kenya and a white woman from Kansas. | was raised
with the help of a white grandfather who survived a Depression to serve in Patton's Army
during World War II and a white grandmother who worked on a bomber assembly line at Fort
Leavenworth while he was overseas. I've gone to some of the best schools in America and I've
lived in one of the world's poorest nations. I am married to a black American who carries
within her the blood of slaves and slave owners—an inheritance we pass on to our two
precious daughters. | have brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews, uncles and cousins of every race
and every hue scattered across three continents, and for as long as I live, I will never forget
that in no other country on Earth is my story even possible.

It's a story that hasn't made me the most conventional of candidates. But it is a story that

has seared into my genetic makeup the idea that this nation is more than the sum of its parts—
that out of many, we are truly one,

Barack Obama, “A More Perfect Union”, Philadelphia, March 18, 2008



r____. St. James’s Hotel,
' Jennings Street 5th Feb. 1788

Dear Clayton,

into Downing Street, where I remained from half past
eleven o’clock till three o'clock in the afternoon, and after having minultf:iy gone th::::ugh the whole detail
of the situation and nature of the African Commerce, the state of the .Bnnsh West Indies, the manufactx{res
exported to each separately and their value, also the;‘quanuty of foreign g_oods exported to bo’gh countnes,
I expatiated on the value of the imports from Africa emdllhe West Indies and Nonh‘Amenca to Great
Britain, the number, and quantity of shipping employed in each Trade separately with the number of
seamen, etc., and endeavoured to convince him that these three the principal branches of our fprelgn an'd
colonial system of commerce, now mutually bie_nded and conneqtcd together, and that should W. Wilberforce’s
plan for the prohibition of a further importation of Negroes into our Islands take place, or that even any
fj unnecessary and injudicious instructions should be adopted, that the consequences would be a rapid decline

A W. Pitt on Saturday morning sent for me

in the two latter, and total ruin and impending destruction to the former, which could not exist withnm'due
encouragement from the legislature, much less was it enabled to bear the presumptions of an unsklll_‘u]
political Emperio, who under the specious plea of humanity, universal benevolence, and freedom, was with
a rash and daring hand, attacking the very vitals of the patient. . )
!S' From thence, I proceeded to give him an idea of the state of the French African Trade, the attention
paid to that important branch of Commerce by that wise Ministre Mons. de Vergennes, the bounties he
granted both on the shipping employed in it and on the importation of negroes into their Colonies, told
him that his constant expression was point des Négres, point des colonies [sic], that he demonstrated to
the other Ministers of France that by a further importation of 300,000 negroes he could double the produce
22 of the French Islands in the course of a few years; from thence I carried him into their French Islands,
stated their actual situation and importance to the marine of France, the amount and value of their West
Indian produce with the shipping employed in those two branches, without which France could not exist
as a great maritime power, as they were indubitably the foundation of her navy.
| And after discussing with him'a variety of important objects all tending to the same point, the
magnitude of the present question, a greater was never presented to the public eye in any age, or became
the subject of parliamentary investigations; I concluded by assuring him that I did not hesitate in saying
that T had not the least doubt but that the African Merchants of Liverpeol would prove to the satisfaction of
every unprejudiced mind in the House of Commons, that so far from the African Trade being founded in blood
and a senes of fraud, violence and oppression on the coast of Africa, that we should be able to prove the nonsense
,?:.J of our opponents’ positions, that the basis of it was founded in humanity and justice to the natives.

His whole reply to these immense considerations, particularly with respect to his sitwation as the

Minister of a great commercial country whose existence depended on the resources her trade afforded both
to her marine and her finances, was that his private sentiments were for the abolition of the Slave Trade
- and that I had authority from him to communicate them immediately to my friends in Liverpool.
3 g On Sunday morming, I received a polite note from W. Steele desiring my company to a family dinner
when we could again discuss this subject, at which time I recapitulated all my former arguments, and the
same wide field of Enquiry and staid with him téte-a-téte till late in the evening — and I am sorry to add
that agreeable to my letter to the Mayor yesterday, I think we shall have little chance of success, or that
the Alfrlcan Trade will remain on its present posting except we can prove that it is not carried on with that
4:. ShOCk.lng inhumanity that is imagined by all ranks of mankind out of doors. :

s
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% A feeling very generally exists that the condition and disposition of the ,
working classes is a rather ominous matter at present ; that something ought to
be said, something ought to be done, in regard to it. And surely, at an epoch of

_ history when the “ National Petition " [of the Chartists] carts itself in waggons

¢ along the streets, and is presented “ bound with iron hoops, four men bearing
it ”, to a Reformed House of Commons ; and Chartism numbered by the million

and half, taking nothing by its iron-hooped Petition, breaks out into brickbats,
cheap pikes, and even into sputterings of conflagration, such very general feeling
cannot be considered unnatural ! To us individually this matter appears, and has
for many years appeared, to be the most ominous of all practical matters
whatever ; a matter in regard to which if something be not done, something will
do itself one day, and in a fashion that will please nobody. The time is verily
come for acting in it ; how much more for consultation about acting in it, for

speech and articulate inquiry about it !

il

-"{ We are aware that, according to the newspapers, Chartism is extinct ; that a
Reform Ministry has “ put down the chimera of Chartism ” [...] So say the
newspapers ; — and yet, alas, most readers of newspapers know withal that it is
indeed the “ chimera " of Chartism, not the reality, which has been put down
[-..] Chartism means the bitter discontent grown fierce and mad, the wrong

1= coqdition therefore or the wrong disposition, of the working classes of England.
It is a new name for a thing which has had many names, which will yet have
many. The matter of Chartism is weighty, deep-rooted, far-extending ; did not
begin yesterday ; will by no means end this day or tomorrow [...]

- Delirious Chartism will not have raged entirely to no purpose, as indeed no
VA earthly thing does so, if it have forced all thinking men of the community to
think of this vital matter, too apt to be overlooked otherwise. Is the condition of

the English working people wrong ; so wrong that rational working men cannot,

will not, and even should not rest quiet under it ? A most grave case, complex
bey_ond all others in the world ; a case wherein Botany Bay, constabulary rural

3;3 police, and such like, will avail but little. Or is the discontent itself mad, like the

shape it took ? Not the condition of the working people that is wrong ; but their
disposition, their own thoughts, beliefs and feelings that are wrong ? This too
were a most grave case, little less alarming, little less complex than the former
one. In this case too [...] coercion by itself will not [...] do much. If there do

;”' exist general madness of discontent, then sanity and some measure of content
must be brought about again, — not by constaburary police alone.

We have heard it asked, why parliament throws no light on this question of
the working classes, and the condition or disposition they are in ? [...] A
reformed parliament, one would think, should inquire into popular discontents
c'(p before they get the length of pikes and torches ! [...] The condition of the great
body of people in a country is the condition of the country itself : this you would
say is a truism in all times ; a truism rather pressing to get recognised ‘as a truth
now, and be acted upon, in these times. Yet read Hansard's Debates, or the
_ morning papers, if you have nothing to do ! The old grand question, whether A
4 is to be in office or B, with the innumerable subsidiary questions growing out of
that [...]: Canada question, Irish appropriation, West India question, Queen’s
beqchamber question ; game laws, usury laws ; African blacks, hill coolies,
Smithfield cattle, and dogcarts, — all manner of questions and subjects, except
simply this the alpha and omega of all ! Surely honorable members ought to

(o speak of the condition-of-England question too.

T. CARLYLE, Chartism, 1840.

Carlyle’s Works, London : Chapman and Hall,
in 11 vols - vol. 2.

2 tomes en 1 vol, 375 + 308 p.
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Lord Sauiseury, House of Lords, February 14,
Pp. 698-701,

[...] Tt is our business in all these new countries to make
smooth the paths for British commerce, British enterprise, the
application of British capital, at a time when [...] other outlets
for the commercial energies of our race arc being gradually
closed by the commercial principles which are gaining more
and more adhesion. Everywhere we see the advance of com-
merce checked by the enormous growth which the doctrines of
Protection arc obtaining. We see it with our three great
commercial rivals, France, Germany, and America. The doc-
trines of Protection are stronger and stronger, and operate to
the exclusion of British commerce wherever their power
extends. We see even in our own colonies the same sinister
influence at work. [...] It is the duty of the Government to
spare no opportunity of opening fresh outlets for the energy of
British commerce and enterprise, and I confess that not
wholly, but in a great measure, this great undertaking of
England with respect to Uganda has been taken, (o my mind,
and, I believe, to the mind of vast numbers in this country, for
the reason that it is a country of enormous fertility, and it has
what many countries of fertility have not — a large, increasing
population, or, at least, a population that will increase under
the favourable conditions of peace, and a population of very
fair intelligence. It is a matter of vital importance that British
commerce should have free access to that counlry, free access
to the whole of the upper valley of the Nile. [...] There are
four, if not five, Powers that are steadily advancing towards
the upper waters of the Nile, There will be a competition — [
will use no stronger word — for the advantages which pre-
dominance in that region will confer. I hope that it will be a
competition of a friendly and tranquil character, but no one
can foresee what the future will be, At all events it will be a
mOost severe competition, and while you are sitting with your
hands before you they are advancing. Many rumours reach us
of diplomatic events and diplomatic engagements which have
but one meaning, and that is that others covet the predomi-
nance in those fertile regions which have so rich a promise of
future prosperity. [...] In this competition that is preparing
between various nations we fight with special weapons, weap-
ons which, if we give them a chance, will confer upon us
enormous advantages, but which it is necessary that we should
be able to handle properly. If this competition is ultimately
settled merely by negociations, by diplomatic weapons, by a
protocal of some European capital, | know not what the issue
may be. We have so many interests in so many parts of the
world, we are so much exposed, that it may be doubtful

whether we shall be willing to run anything approaching to
risk for the sake of this African possession; but we have
another means of making ourselves secure — a means which it
may be said belongs to us alone — and that is not the power
of our Government or the negociation which they may carry
on, but the encergy, the initiative, the force, the individual force

little from any

Government in this country, but he has laid the foundations of

a sp_lcndid empire, and even the Government of the Transvaal
hoslulc as it has been to us, is finding the pressure of Eng]ish,
activity all round them so Strong that they are slowly giving
way, :u_ld we have no doubt that by friendly and peaceful, and
yet by irresistible force, they will be compelled to fall into line
and to join the great unconscious confederation that Is grow-
INg up. My Lords, this is tremendous power, but jt requires

One condition. You must enable it to get to the country where
Its work is to be done.

1895, Farliamentary Debates: 4, XXX,
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Whilst serving my apprenticeship under Charles Booth, I had reached a tentative conclusion about the
most far-reaching “experiment in the lives of other people™ that the world had then witnessed: though it
has since been equalled in ruthlessness, and excelled in speed and violence, but not, I think, in
thoroughness and permanence, by the Russian Revolution that began in 1917.

The industrial revolution in Britain (...) cast out of our rural and urban life the yeoman cultivator and

the copyholder, the domestic manufacturer and the independent handicrafisman, all of whom owned the

instruments by which they earned their livelihood; and gradually substituted for them a relatively small

body of capitalist entrepreneurs employing at wages an always multiplying mass of propertyless men,

women and children, struggling like rats in a bag, for the right to live. This bold venture in economic

reconstruction had now been proved to have been, so it seemed to me, at one and the same time, a

stupendous success and a tragic failure. The accepted purpose of the pioneer of the new power-driven
machine industry was the making of pecuniary profit. (...) Commodities of all sorts and kinds rolled out
from the new factories at an always accelerating speed with ever-falling costs of production, thereby
promoting what Adam Smith had idealised as The Wealth of Nations. The outstanding success of this
new system of industry was enabling Great Britain, through becoming the workshop of the world, to
survive the twenty years' ordeal of the Napoleonic Wars intact, and not even invaded, whilst her ruling
oligarchy emerged in 1815 as the richest and most powerful government of the time.

On the other hand, that same revolution had deprived the manual workers — that is, four-fifths of the
people of England — of their opportunity for spontaneity and freedom of initiative in production. It had
transformed such of them as had been independent producers into hirelings and servants of another
social class; and, as the East End of London in my time only too vividly demonstrated, it had thrust
hundreds of thousands of families into the physical horrors and moral debasement of chronic destitution
in crowded tenements in the midst of mean streets. There were, however, for the manual working class
as a whole, certain compensations. The new organisation of industry had the merit of training the wage-
eamners in the art of team-work in manufacture, transport and trading. Even the oppressions and frauds
of the capitalist profit-maker had their uses in that they drove the proletariat of hired men, which
capitalism had made ubiquitous, to combine in Trade Unions and co-operative societies; and thus to
develop their instinct of fellowship, and their capacity for representative institutions, alike in politics
and industry.

Moreover, the contrast between the sweated workers of east London and the Lancashire textile
operatives made me realise how the very concentration of wage-eamers in the factory, the ironworks
and the mine had made possible, in their cases, what the sweater’s workshop, the independent
craftsman’s forge and the out-worker’s home had evaded, namely, a collective regulation of the
conditions of employment, which, in the Factory Acts and Mines Regulation Acts on the one hand, and
the standard rates of wage and the normal working day of the Trade Unions on the other hand, had,
during the latter part of the nineteenth century, wrought so great an improvement in the status of this
regulated section of the World of Labour, It was, in fact, exactly this collective regulation of the
conditions of employment, whether by legislative enactment or by collective bargaining, that had raised
the cotton operatives, the coal-miners and the workers of the iron trades into an effective democracy.

Beatrice Webb, ‘Chapter VII: Why I Became a Socialist’, My Apprenticeship, New York & London:
Longmans, Green and Co., 1926, pp. 393-396.



A The present centralisation of power into the hands of one person has gone
too far and amounts to a system of personal rule in the very heart of our
parliamentary democracy. My conclusion is that the powers of the prime minis-
ter, and party leader, must be made more accountable to those over whom they
are exercised, so that we can develop a constitutional premiership in Britain. To
transform an absolute premiership into a constitutional premiership would involve
making some fundamental changes in its functions comparable to those made
over the years, when the crown was transformed from an absolute monarchy to a

constitutional monarchy. (. -+)

. - e et —— T - ..

|2 Britain's political history has been marked by a long series of struggles to
wrest powers away from the centre and redistribute them to a wider group of
interests. From the truly absolutist monarchy of William the Conqueror, there

was a succession of bitter battles from which the monarchy emerged with its
powers trimmed, first by the feudal barons at Runnymede, then by the House of
,'(Lords itself and, later still, by the revolution of the gentry at the time of
Cromwell. The growing power of the House of Commons after 1688, and the
development of cabinet government in the century that followed, led to the
situation under which the crown’s own ministers were required to command a
majority in the elected chamber. After the 1832 Reform Act the processes of

= extending the franchise were carred to the point which we have reached today,
when ministers are accountable to a House of Commons chosen following an
election at which all adults may vote. Under this textbook version of the
development of our constitutional monarchy, within a parliamentary democracy,

the powers of the prime minister can be seen as a great achievement because
Z{ they have been wrested away from the throne, and are now only exercised at the
will of the electorate — but the analysis leaves out of account the impact that the
powers of the prime minister may have on the rights of those in parliament, in

the political parties and on the electorate as a whole. The establishment of an

“ elected monarch ” may reproduce, in a significant sense, the very system of
3;; personal rule which earlier struggles were intended to end. Indeed, it is quite
legitimate to ask whether we have not, accidentally, made a very good job of
reproducing feudalism, complete with a whole new generation of barons, who
owe their positions of power to a new “ monarch ™ dispensing power and status

of a much more significant kind, as well as the old honours. This is not to

3¢ suggest that all the very real achievements of British democracy have been
eroded by these tendencies. The ultimate power of the House of Commons to
topple a prime minister remains unaffected, as does the even greater power of
the voters to get rid of both governments and the MPs who support them : the
very fact that this power is there operates to restrain the exercise of all powers
45 by prime ministers and their ministers. Within that broad framework of public
and parliamentary consent, however, there has certainly been a greater centralisa-
tion of personal power in the hands of one man or woman than outward

appearances would suggest.

Tony Benn, * The Case for a Constitutional Premiership *,
in Antheny Kine (ed.), The British Prime Minister.
London : Macmillan, 1985, pp. 222-223.
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Theresa May's first speech to the nation as prime minister — 13 July 2016

I have just been to Buckingham Palace where Her Majesty the Queen has asked me to fc_;r_m a

new government and I accepted. Under David Cameron’s leadership, the government stabilised

the economy, reduced the budget deficit and helped more people into work than ever before.

But, David’s true legacy is not about the economy, but about social justice. From the

introduction of same-sex marriage, to taking people on low wages out of income tax altogether,

David Cameron has led a One Nation government, and it is in that spirit that I also plan to lead.

Because, not everybody knows this, but the full title of my party is the Conservative and

Unionist Party, and that word Unionist is very important to me. It means that we believe in the

Union, the precious, precious bond between England, Scotland, Wales and Northemn Ireland,

but it means something else that is just as important. It means we believe in a Union, not just

between the nations of the United Kingdom, but between all of our citizens, whoever we are,
and wherever we're from. That means fighting against the burning injustice that if you’re born
poor you will die, on average, nine years earlier than others. If you’re black, you're treated
more harshly by the criminal justice system than if you’re white. If you’'re a white, working
class boy, you're less likely than anybody else in Britain to go to university. If you’'re at a state
school, you're less likely to reach the top professions than if you're educated privately. If you're

a woman, you will earn less than a man. If you suffer from mental health problems, there’s not
enough help to hand. If you’re young, you’ll find it harder than ever before to own your own
home. But, the mission to make Britain a country that works for everyone means more than
fighting these injustices. If you’re from an ordinary working-class family, life is much harder
than many people in Westminster realise. You have a job, but you don’t always have job
security. You have your own home but you worry about paying the mortgage. You can just
about manage, but you worry about the cost of living and getting your kids into a good school.
If you're one of those families, if you’re just managing, I want to address you directly. I know
you're working around the clock, I know you’re doing your best and I know that sometimes
life can be a struggle. The government I lead will be driven, not by the interests of the privileged
few, but by yours. We will do everything we can to give you more control over your lives.
When we take the big calls, we’ll think not of the powerful, but you. When we pass new laws,
we’ll listen not to the mighty, but to you. When it comes to taxes, we’ll prioritise not the
wealthy, but you. When it comes to opportunity, we won’t entrench the advantages of the
fortunate few, we will do everything we can to help anybody, whatever your background, to go
as far as your talents will take you. We are living through an important moment in our country’s
history. Following the referendum we face a time of great national change and [ know because
we're Great Britain that we will rise to the challenge. As we leave the European Union, we will
forge a new, bold, positive role for ourselves in the world, and we will make Britain a country
that works, not for the privileged few, but for every one of us. That will be the mission of the
govemnment [ lead, and together, we will build a better Britain.



