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Ronald Reagan, Second Inaugural Address, January 21, 1985

When I took this oath four years ago, | did so in a time of economic stress. VVoices were raised saying
we had to look to our past for the greatness and glory. But we, the present-day Americans, are not given
to looking backward. In this blessed land, there is always a better tomorrow.

Four years ago, | spoke to you of a new beginning and we have accomplished that. But in another sense,
our new beginning is a continuation of that beginning created two centuries ago when, for the first time
in history, government, the people said, was not our master, it is our servant; its only power that which
we the people allow it to have.

That system has never failed us, but, for a time, we failed the system. We asked things of government
that government was not equipped to give. We yielded authority to the National Government that
properly belonged to States or to local governments or to the people themselves. We allowed taxes and
inflation to rob us of our earnings and savings and watched the great industrial machine that had made
us the most productive people on Earth slow down and the number of unemployed increase.

By 1980, we knew it was time to renew our faith, to strive with all our strength toward the ultimate in
individual freedom consistent with an orderly society.

We believed then and now there are no limits to growth and human progress when men and women are
free to follow their dreams.

And we were right to believe that. Tax rates have been reduced, inflation cut dramatically, and more
people are employed than ever before in our history.

We are creating a nation once again vibrant, robust, and alive. But there are many mountains yet to
climb. We will not rest until every American enjoys the fullness of freedom, dignity, and opportunity as
our birthright. It is our birthright as citizens of this great Republic, and we'll meet this challenge.

These will be years when Americans have restored their confidence and tradition of progress; when our
values of faith, family, work, and neighborhood were restated for a modern age; when our economy was
finally freed from government's grip; when we made sincere efforts at meaningful arms reduction,
rebuilding our defenses, our economy, and developing new technologies, and helped preserve peace in
a troubled world; when Americans courageously supported the struggle for liberty, self-government,
and free enterprise throughout the world, and turned the tide of history away from totalitarian darkness
and into the warm sunlight of human freedom.

My fellow citizens, our Nation is poised for greatness. We must do what we know is right and do it with
all our might. Let history say of us, "These were golden years--when the American Revolution was
reborn, when freedom gained new life, when America reached for her best.”

[...] At the heart of our efforts is one idea vindicated by 25 straight months of economic growth:
Freedom and incentives unleash the drive and entrepreneurial genius that are the core of human progress.
We have begun to increase the rewards for work, savings, and investment; reduce the increase in the
cost and size of government and its interference in people’s lives.

We must simplify our tax system, make it more fair, and bring the rates down for all who work and earn.
We must think anew and move with a new boldness, so every American who seeks work can find work;
so the least among us shall have an equal chance to achieve the greatest things--to be heroes who heal
our sick, feed the hungry, protect peace among nations, and leave this world a better place.
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Winston Churchill, March 5, 1946, Westminster College, Fulton,
Missouri

(...) Neither the sure prevention of war, nor the continuous rise of world organisation will be
gained without what | have called the fraternal association of the English-speaking peoples.
This means a special relationship between the British Commonwealth and Empire and the
United States. This is no time for generalities, and | will venture to be precise. Fraternal
association requires not only the growing friendship and mutual understanding between our two
vast but kindred Systems of society, but the continuance of the intimate relationship between
our military advisers, leading to common study of potential dangers, the similarity of weapons
and manuals of instructions, and to the interchange of officers and cadets at technical colleges.
It should carry with it the continuance of the present facilities for mutual security by the joint
use of all Naval and Air Force bases in the possession of either country all over the world. This
would perhaps double the mobility of the American Navy and Air Force. It would greatly
expand that of the British Empire Forces and it might well lead, if and as the world calms down,
to important financial savings. Already we use together a large number of islands; more may
well be entrusted to our joint care in the near future. (...)

There is however an important question we must ask ourselves. Would a special relationship
between the United States and the British Commonwealth be inconsistent with our over-riding
loyalties to the World Organisation? | reply that, on the contrary, it is probably the only means
by which that organisation will achieve its full stature and strength. There are already the special
United States relations with Canada which | have just mentioned, and there are the special
relations between the United States and the South American Republics. We British have our
twenty years Treaty of Collaboration and Mutual Assistance with Soviet Russia. | agree with
Mr. Bevin, the Foreign Secretary of Great Britain, that it might well be a fifty years Treaty so
far as we are concerned. We aim at nothing but mutual assistance and collaboration. The British
have an alliance with Portugal unbroken since 1384, and which produced fruitful results at
critical moments in the late war. None of these clash with the general interest of a world
agreement, or a world organisation; on the contrary they help it. “In my father’s house are many
mansions.” Special associations between members of the United Nations which have no
aggressive point against any other country, which harbour no design incompatible with the
Charter of the United Nations, far from being harmful, are beneficial and, as | believe,
indispensable. (...)

A shadow has fallen upon the scenes so lately lighted by the Allied victory. Nobody knows
what Soviet Russia and its Communist international organisation intends to do in the immediate
future, or what are the limits, if any, to their expansive and proselytising tendencies. (...) We
understand the Russian need to be secure on her western frontiers by the removal of all
possibility of German aggression. We welcome Russia to her rightful place among the leading
nations of the world. (...) It is my duty however, for | am sure you would wish me to state the
facts as | see them to you, to place before you certain facts about the present position in Europe.

From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the
Continent. (...)
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Frederick Turner, Extract from The Significance of the Frontier in
American — History Report of the American Historical Association,
1893

In a recent bulletin of the superintendent of the census for 1890 appear these significant words:
“Up to and including 1880 the country had a frontier of settlement, but at present the unsettled
area has been so broken into by isolated bodies of settlement that there can hardly be said to be
a frontier line. [...] This brief official statement marks the closing of a great historic movement.
Up to our own day American history has been in a large degree the history of the colonization
of the Great West. The existence of an area of free land, its continuous recession, and the
advance of American settlement westward explain American development.

[...] The peculiarity of American institutions is the fact that they have been compelled to adapt
themselves to the changes of an expanding people — to the changes involved in crossing a
continent, in winning a wilderness, and in developing at each area of this progress, out of the
primitive economic and political conditions of the frontier [...]

Thus, American development has exhibited not merely advance along a single line but a return
to primitive conditions on a continually advancing frontier line, and a new development for that
area. American social development has been continually beginning over again on the frontier.
This perennial rebirth, this fluidity of American life, this expansion westward with its new
opportunities, its continuous touch with the simplicity of primitive society, furnish the forces
dominating American character. The true point of view in the history of this nation is not the
Atlantic coast, it is the Great West [...]

In the settlement of America we have to observe how European life entered the continent, and
how America modified and developed that life, and reacted on Europe. Our early history is the
study of European germs developing in an American environment [...] The frontier is the line
of most rapid and effective Americanization. The wilderness masters the colonist. It finds him
a European in dress, industries, tools, modes of travel, and thought. It takes him from the
railroad car and puts him in the birch canoe. It strips off the garments of civilization, arrays him
in the hunting shirt and the moccasin. [...] Little by little he transforms the wilderness, but the
outcome is not the old Europe [...]

The fact is that there is a new product that is American. At first the frontier was the Atlantic
coast. It was the frontier of Europe in a very real sense. Moving westward, the frontier became
more and more American [...] Thus the advance of the frontier has meant a steady movement
away from the influence of Europe, a steady growth of independence on American lines. And
to study this advance, the men who grew up under these conditions, and the political, economic,
and social results of it, is to study the really American part of our history [...] From the
conditions of frontier life came intellectual traits of profound importance.. [...]

Since the days when the fleet of Columbus sailed into the waters of the New World, America
has been another name for opportunity, and the people of the United States have taken their
tone from the incessant expansion which has not only been open but has even been forced upon
them [...] The American intellect will continually demand a wider field for its exercise. But
never again will such gifts of free land offer themselves [...] And now, four centuries from the



discovery of America, at the end of a hundred years of life under the Constitution, the frontier
has gone, and with its going has closed the first period of American history.



